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Colleagues! 

Welcome to another school year. The Early Childhood Unit 

had a very busy summer. The new , 3rd edition of the Early 

Learning Standards was launched at our annual ECE Boot 

Camp Event. In addition to that, all the professional devel-

opment modules have been updated to reflect the improve-

ments and NEW modules will be offered this year.   

Also this year, the Early Childhood Unit will be working 

alongside our colleagues at the Department of Education to 

broaden our support of the Move on When Reading Initia-

tive (MOWR) and the Common Core Standards. As a result 

you will see a focus on professional development around 

literacy, Approaches to Learning and Instructional Supports. 

Please continue to monitor the professional development 

calendar for new opportunities. I also recommend that you 

explore the literacy plan submitted by your Local Education 

Agency to determine how your work can tie to the literacy 

goals of the early elementary years.  

No doubt, as the school year is getting started you are be-

ginning to plan for your Early Childhood Quality Improve-

ment Process (ECQUIP). Please remember that you will be 

uploading your plans and documentation to the ALEAT sys-

tem. It is already up and available.  

If you are like me, you think in terms of school years. At the 

beginning of the year I often set up a New School Year reso-

lution. This summer, I had the opportunity to hear Dr. Kate 

Kinsella at the Leading Change Conference in Tucson. Dr. 

Kinsella stated that “Academic English is no one’s home 

language”. She called for all educators to focus on our own 

language development this year in order for us to model 

academic language and thus help children use their “public 

voice”. Academic vocabulary must begin in the preschool 

years.  You can find a copy of Dr. Kinsella’s power point on 

the ADE website at: http://www.azed.gov/leadingchange/

files/2013/06/kinsella-keynote-handout.pdf. There are 

some very specific examples of academic vocabulary to help 

you with this goal.  

This is going to be a busy year for the field of early child-

hood. There is the opportunity for the Race to the Top/ 

Early Learning Challenge, the opportunity to provide feed-

back on our statewide definition of readiness, work on a 

common kindergarten developmental inventory, and Presi-

dent Obama’s proposal of universal pre-school.  I recom-

mend that you keep connected to these and other opportu-

nities through  any and all of the following ways:  

ADE/ECE website ~ http://www.azed.gov/early-childhood/  

ADE/ECE Newsletter ~ http://www.azed.gov/early-
childhood/memos-alerts/  

Gold Nuggets ~ http://www.azed.gov/early-
childhood/2011/11/14/teaching-strategies-gold/  

P.L.A.Y. Group ~  http://www.azed.gov/early-
childhood/2012/03/30/az-early-childhood-consortium-
meeting/  

The P.L.A.Y. group meets throughout the year and acts as an 

advisory  group to the ECE Unit. Please consider attending 

the meeting and participating in the dialogue. 

Amy Corriveau 

Amy Corriveau, Deputy Associate Superintendent  

Early Childhood Education 

Head Start Collaboration Office 

Please share this publication with all of your preschool and related services staff (speech pathologists, 
occupational therapists, etc.) and other interested parties.     Past publications are online. 
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As a new school year begins, we know 

many programs will be seeking profes-

sional development for their teachers and 

staff.  To meet this need, we have already 

scheduled some professional develop-

ment sessions on the revised Arizona Ear-

ly Learning Standards.  To register, go to 

the Early Childhood “Event Calendar” at 

www.azed.gov/early-childhood.  If you try 

to register for a session and it is full, 

please check the website at a later date 

as more sessions will be added as the 

year progresses.   

In addition to offering professional devel-

opment on the Early Learning Standards 

modules, we are excited to be offering 

some new sessions that directly support 

items measured by the CLASS assess-

ment tool, as well as content that will help 

you prepare children for the rigor of the 

Common Core.  Here are some of the ses-

sions we will be offering: 

 

Language Modeling 

Concept Development 

Quality of Feedbackl 

Dialogic Reading 

Language and Gold 

Dramatic Play 

Let’s Talk 

 

To register for a session or to see session 

descriptions, go to the Early Childhood 

“Event Calendar” at www.azed.gov/early-

childhood.  

 

Professional Development  By Nicol Russell 
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Laveen Elementary 

Phoenix 

602.237.9100 

 

Sunnyside Unified     

Tucson 

520.545.2000 

 

Flowing Wells Unified  

Emily Meschler Early 

 Learning Center 

Tucson, AZ 

520.696.8800 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact  Juliana  

Panqueva to schedule a  

visit for ADE/ECE staff 

member to put your pro-

gram on our Lighthouse 

Registry!! 

 

 
Lighthouse 
Programs 

 

 

Professional Development FAQs  by Nicol Russell 

Here are some responses to questions we are often asked about professional develop-

ment provided by the Early Childhood unit: 

Question:  How do I register my staff for training? 

 To register for professional development, go to our website at  www.azed.gov/

early-childhood.  The easiest way to see what sessions are  being offered is to click on 

the “Events Calendar” and “View by Month” 

Question:  Is there a fee for registration? 

 At this time, there is no fee for most of the ECE professional development ses-

sions, the exceptions being Teaching Strategies Gold training or special  events.  

Please keep in mind that based on our budget, future professional  development ses-

sions may not always be provided at no cost. 

Question:  What if the registration is full? 

 If a session is full, please check the website at a later date.  The event calendar 

is updated as professional development sessions are scheduled. 

Question:  Will ADE come to my school? 

 Yes, as staff time permits, we can bring professional development to your 

school or to a facility used by your program.  However, there are certain criteria that 

must be met.  In the Phoenix Metro area, we ask that groups be at least 50 in size.  Out 

of the Phoenix Metro area, we ask that group be at least 25 in size.  If you have a 

group, but don’t meet the group size, we may still be able to come to you if we are able 

to open up the session to the surrounding  community.  We would put the registration 

on our website with the number of seats you would have available.  For example, if you 

are in the Phoenix Metro area and your group size is 30, we would open the session to 

20 more attendees. 

http://www.azed.gov/early-childhood
http://www.azed.gov/early-childhood
http://www.azed.gov/early-childhood
http://www.azed.gov/early-childhood
http://www.azed.gov/early-childhood
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“Fairness 

is  not 

everyone 

getting the 

same 

thing. 

Fairness is 

when 

every child 

gets what 

they 

need.” 

Arizona Early Learning Standards, 3rd Edition 
By Terry Doolan 

The revisions for the Arizona Early Learning Standards, 3rd Edition were completed in May.  There were four 

major enhancements to the standards: 

 1) The format was changed.  The indicators and examples were split on the page.  The  

 indicators are now listed first and the examples are directly under them.  The examples are 

 what a child may be doing or saying in the setting to demonstrate the indicator. 

 2)  The “Approaches to Learning” were pulled out of the “Social-Emotional” standard.  So  there 

 are now eight standards. 

 3)  The alignment pages now include the Arizona Infant and Toddler Developmental  

 Guidelines.  The alignment also includes the revised Head Start Outcomes Framework and 

 the revised Arizona Kindergarten Standards (which include the common core standards). 

 4) An integration page has been added.  The page provides guidance and examples for  

 integrating approaches to learning, mathematics and language and literacy into all of the  early 

 learning  standards.  These examples are what a teacher may be doing or saying to  

 provide integration. 

 

The standards are available online.  Please see the link below.  The standards are also being printed.  As 

soon as they are ready for distribution, professional developmental opportunities will be available where 

copies can be obtained.   

 

Please watch for two professional development opportunities that will make the colored copies of the 

standards available.  They are:  

 Introduction to the Early Learning Standards or  

 Early Childhood Education and the Common Core.   

Participants may choose to attend either.  If you have already had the introduction session, then you may 

prefer to attend a session on ECE and the Common Core. 

 

The other professional development modules for the standards have also been revised to align with the 

revised standards.  Please check the website calendar for upcoming dates.  The link is at: 

http://www.ade.az.gov/onlineregistration/SelectEvent.asp?viewall="yes"&GroupID=31 . 

Resources and Reminders  

Great Resources 

Arizona Early Learning Standards, 3rd Edition 

 http://www.azed.gov/early-childhood/files/2011/11/arizona-early-learning-standards-3rd-edition.pdf 

Arizona’s Infant and Toddler Developmental Guidelines, 1st Edition 

 http://www.azed.gov/early-childhood/files/2012/10/az_infant_toddler_guidelines_complete-2.pdf 

Program Guidelines for High Quality Early Education: Birth through Kindergarten 

 http://www.azed.gov/early-childhood/files/2011/10/program-guidelines-complete.pdf 

Reminders 

Infant and Toddler Summit:  August 10, 2013 

Exceptional Student Services Director’s Institute for : August 26-29, 2013 

First Things First Summit:  August 26-27, 2013 

First GOLD Checkpoint:  October 11, 2013 

http://www.ade.az.gov/onlineregistration/SelectEvent.asp?viewall=%22yes%22&GroupID=31
http://www.azed.gov/early-childhood/files/2011/11/arizona-early-learning-standards-3rd-edition.pdf
http://www.azed.gov/early-childhood/files/2012/10/az_infant_toddler_guidelines_complete-2.pdf
http://www.azed.gov/early-childhood/files/2011/10/program-guidelines-complete.pdf
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Kindness is 
the language 
which the deaf 
can hear and 
the blind can 

see 

                                                                                             
~Mark Twain 

 

First Things First Update by Alma Quintana  

Revised Procedural Safeguards for Early Childhood Special Education 

By Kathy Coloma 

Effective July 1, the function of the Parent Information Network Specialists (PINS) 

moved from the Arizona Department of Education to Raising Special Kids. Raising 

Special Kids is the Parent Information and Training Center (PTI) for Arizona. Due to 

this change in contact information, the Procedural Safeguard Notices have been 

updated. 

Procedural Safeguard Notices are available in both English and Spanish and can 

be accessed by clicking on the following links, or entering the address into your 

web browser: 

Procedural Safeguard Notice—English  - http://www.azed.gov/special-education/

files/2011/09/procedural-safeguards-07-2013.pdf 

Procedural Safeguards Notice—Spanish  - http://www.azed.gov/special-education/

files/2011/09/procedural-safeguards-spanish-07-2013.pdf 

By Kathy Coloma 
 
New contracts and contacts for the AzEIP Team Based model went into effect at the end 
of the 2012/2013 school year. If you are not sure who your contacts in Early Intervention 
are for this year, you can access the Program Contact List on AzEIP’s website. The contacts 
are assigned by zip code, so you may have more contacts now than you did in the past. 
They may be across AzEIP regions, not just Contractors. Access the contact list at: 

https://www.azdes.gov/uploadedFiles/Arizona_Early_Intervention_Program/
website_program_contact_6-17-13.pdf 

Email me with any questions at: Kathy.Coloma@azed.gov  

 

This past year was very successful in ADE’s work with First Things First.  Through FTF pre-

K scholarship funding, support was given to ensure high quality early childhood care and 

education in both public and private based settings .  Programs receiving the pre-k schol-

arships participated in the Quality First Rating Scale (1 to 5 stars), in which they were  

assessed in their environment, teacher-child interactions, and program qualifications.  

This last year resulted in 39 programs receiving a three star rating,, 25 receiving a four 

star rating, and 7 programs achieving the highest rating of a five star. 

 

Work is well underway with First Things First for this fiscal year.  We are excited to report 

that nine regions will be participating in the FTF pre-k scholarships: Northwest Maricopa, 

Central Maricopa, Northeast Maricopa, Southeast Maricopa, South Phoenix, Central Pima, 

South Pima, Yuma, and a brand new region to participate this year, La Paz /Mohave.  With 

the new addition of the La Paz/ Mohave region, two new start-up programs will be partici-

pating.  It is especially exciting to report that in this next year, there will be 58 public and 

23 private sites that will receive pre-k scholarships.. 

 

AzEIP/Early Intervention Contacts  

http://www.azed.gov/special-education/files/2011/09/procedural-safeguards-07-2013.pdf
http://www.azed.gov/special-education/files/2011/09/procedural-safeguards-spanish-07-2013.pdf
https://www.azdes.gov/uploadedFiles/Arizona_Early_Intervention_Program/website_program_contact_6-17-13.pdf
https://www.azdes.gov/uploadedFiles/Arizona_Early_Intervention_Program/website_program_contact_6-17-13.pdf
mailto:kathy.coloma@azed.gov
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“Empowering Habits, Empowering Lives: Superheroes in Action!” 

By Willette Watts 

On May 4, 2013, the AZ Department of Health Services (ADHS) hosted the second annual Empower Confer-

ence, “Empowering Habits, Empowering Lives:  Superheroes in Action!”  An overview of the second edition of 

the Empower Guidebook:  Ten Ways to Empower Children to Live Healthy Lives was presented.  Each of the 10 

Empower Standards was individually defined including activities to promote the inclusion of these practices 

into everyday Early Care and Education (ECE) routines.  The end goal is to cultivate healthy habits in children 

at an early age using age-appropriate activities. The Empower Standards strive to help children make good 

choices about food, exercise, and personal health practices.  The Empower Standards go hand-in-hand with 

the Arizona Early Learning Standards, especially Physical Development, Health and Safety.  Each Empower 

program receives a packet containing the Empower Guidebook PLUS many helpful materials for teachers as 

well as parents.   

The Arizona Department of Education and other agencies intend to sign a “Memorandum of  

Understanding” (MOU) to recognize the Empower Program as Arizona’s Wellness Program for children. 

 

Good news!  If you didn’t attend the conference, or you haven’t received an Empower packet, go to 

www.theempowerpack.org and print off all the conference presentations, the Guidebook, and the list of Stand-

ards.   If you have questions about the Empower Program, please contact Sawsan Madanat @ 602-542-2839 

or sawsan.madanat@azdhs.gov or register to become an Empower facility at www.theempowerpack.org.  

Reading  Foundations and LETRS by Lauren Preston 

Statistics have shown that students who cannot read by the end of the 3rd grade are four times more likely 

to drop out of high school and eighty-eight percent of students who failed to earn a high school diploma 

were struggling readers in 3rd grade.  The state initiative Move On When Reading is helping to ensure that 

children who score in the Falls Far Below category will have access to intensive help they need to develop 

their reading skills so they can continue to progress in school. 

 To support districts and other programs with the initiative, the Early Childhood Education unit  will 

extend its professional development content with the addition of two modules: Reading Foundations and 

LETRS (Language Essentials for Teachers of Reading and Spelling).  Through the “Train the Trainer” meth-

od, cohorts of staff members will receive the training with the intention of delivering to educators in the 

field.    The content of the Reading Foundations module is strongly aligned to Arizona’s Common Core 

Standards.  The content includes current research and evidence based practices that will help in develop-

ing technical skills of reading along with vocabulary and comprehension.  The components of the LETRS 

training supports the same message, while offering teaching and differentiation strategies.   

The Early Childhood Education division at ADE is excited to be an integral part of these training cohorts and 

is helping to provide a continuum of literacy development from birth through grade three.  Evidence of this 

partnership can already be seen in many of the Early Learning Standards professional development mod-

ules offered by the ECE department.   

http://www.theempowerpack.org
mailto:sawsan.madanat@azdhs.gov
http://www.theempowerpack.org


 

 

 Early Childhood Contacts 

  
 

Amy Corriveau, Deputy Associate Superintendent & 

Head Start State Collaboration Director   

602-364-1530 

Amy.Corriveau@azed.gov 

 

Vacant, Director  

Early Childhood Special Education/619 

602-364-1530 

 

Terry Doolan, Director Early Childhood  

Education 

602-542-1137 

Terry.Doolan@azed.gov 

 

Alison Keough, Program Specialist 

602-542-4615 

Alison.Keough@azed.gov 
 

For information regarding FTF  Pre-K Scholarships, contact: 

Alma Quintana, Program Specialist 

602-364-1910 

Alma.Quintana@azed.gov 
 

Beth Haas, Program Specialist 

602-542-3136 

Beth.Haas@azed.gov  
 

Evelyn Irvine, Administrative Assistant 

602-364-1530 

Brenda.Mann@azed.gov  
 

Juliana Panqueva, Financial Program Specialist 

602-542-8812 

Juliana.Panqueva@azed.gov 
 

 

For assistance with AzEIP Alerts and Early Intervention  
Transitions, contact:  

Kathy Coloma, ECSE Program Specialist 

602-542-8732 

Kathy.Coloma@azed.gov 

 

Lauren Preston, Program Specialist 

602-364-1530 

Lauren.Preston@azed.gov 

 

Millicent Archer, Program Specialist 

602-364-1966 

Millicent.Archer@azed.gov 
 

For assistance with scheduling professional development 
opportunities, contact: 

Nicol Russell, Professional Development Pro-

gram Specialist 

602-542-1113 

Nicol.Russell@azed.gov  

 
For questions on assessment and Teaching Strategies 
GOLD, contact:  

Vacant, Program Specialist 

602-542-3160 
 

Tina Sykes, Program Specialist 

602-542-2790 

Tina.Sykes@azed.gov  
 

Willette Watts, Program Specialist 

602-542-3143 

Willette.Watts@azed.gov  

 

 

Click  here to access past ECE Newsletters 
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